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Welcome  
to the  

Swale & Ure Drainage Board Tour of the District 
 
 

The theme of the Tour is to give an insight into the work of the Swale & Ure Drainage 
Board who broadly operates between Catterick in the north and Wetherby in the south 
following the A1/A19 corridors.  

Objectives  
 

o Demonstrate the importance of maintaining the function and capacity of the 
strategic main water carriers. 

o Express the importance of Planning and Development Control. 
o Communicate the Board’s views on Ecology and the Environment. 
o Discuss the importance of the Hydraulic Model. 
o Celebrate 10 years of amalgamation. 

 
The Tour will take us south from Thirsk passing through the old Cod Beck catchment, 
through the Village of Dalton. We will disembark in the town of Boroughbridge to discuss 
partnership working with the EA for our first inspection.   
 
We shall then continue through the district south travelling past IDB Bawter Carr Drain 
with a bed level of 43.6m AOD to stop at our second port, the Double Dyke catchment 
to discuss the importance of IDB maintenance on a wide scale and some of the issues 
within the catchment.  
 
Our third inspection will be on the River Crimple, a typical EA watercourse, this opening 
a discussion on the policies of Westminster and how the IDB can work with them to 
achieve the free flow of water across our District.  
 
Our return to Thirsk will be passing the expanding town of Knaresborough along the 
A59 before joining the A1 back to Thirsk Auction Mart  
 
May we wish you all an informative and enjoyable day. 
 
 

ITINERARY 
 

09.30 Meet at the Gavel Restaurant at Thirsk Auction Mart for 
tea/coffee/biscuits and Welcome 

10.00  Coach Departs 

10.35  Arrive in Boroughbridge for a presentation from Mark Lillie of the EA  

11:20  Depart Boroughbridge  

11:40  Arrive in the Double Dyke catchment 

12:20   Depart Walshford 

12:40  Arrive on the River Crimple, Downstream of the village of Spofforth.  

14:00   Return to Thirsk Auction Mart for lunch  
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GUESTS 

Mr Nick Appleyard - Senior Advisor Partnership & Strategic Overview  
North Yorkshire, Environment Agency 

Mr Peter Bateson - Chief Executive Officer, Witham Fourth IDB 
Mr Robert Caudwell - Chairman, Association of Drainage Authorities 
Mr Joe Clarke - Landowner 
Mr James Coxon - Coxon Brothers, Board Retained Contractors 
Mr John Dennis - Chair Selby IDB 
Mr Charles Dent - Landowner 
Mr James Dent - Landowner 
Mr Tim Farr  - ADA Chair of Policy & Finance Committee 
Mr Mike Furness - Landowner 
Mr Matt Hill   - Specialist Team Member Rivers Swale, Ure & Nidd 
    Environment Agency 
Mr Stuart Jackson - Chairman York Consortium of Drainage Boards 
Mr Mark Lillie  - Asset Performance Team Rivers Swale, Ure & Nidd 
    Environment Agency 
Ms Chrissy Miller - Local Delivery Lead, FCRM Operations North & 
    East Yorkshire Environment Agency  
Ms Rhiannon Oconnell -  Project Officer Yorkshire Dales River Trust 
Mr Paul Omond - Field Operations Technical Contract Advisor Yorkshire 
    North & East Environment Agency 
Mr Trevor Purllant - Chairman, Welland and Deepings IDB/Chair of ADA  

Technical Committee 
Mr Bill Symons - Clerk York Consortium of Drainage Boards 
Mr Ryan Ward - Landowner 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

• Mr Graham Clarke - Chair 

• Mrs Elizabeth Wilson - Vice-Chair 

• Mr David Anderson 

• Mr Peter Houseman 
Mr Brian Phillips 

• Mr Mark Sampson 

• Mr Donald Sanderson 

• Mr Robert Sanderson 

• Mr Richard Tesseyman 

• Mr Tim Webster 

• Cllr R Ormston - Appointed Member, Richmondshire District Council 
Cllr A Paraskos - Appointed Member, Harrogate Borough Council  
Cllr I Sanderson - Appointed Member, Hambleton District Council 
 

• =  Present 
 

BOARD OFFICERS 
 
Mr Ian Thornton  - Chief Executive Officer 
Mr Roger Smith  - Chief Engineer/Planning & Enforcement Officer 
Mr Matthew Cooke  - Asset Manager 
Ms Alyson Duffy  - Board Secretary 
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What are IDBs  
 

Each Internal Drainage Board (IDB) is a public body that manage water levels in an 
area, known as an Internal Drainage District, where there is a special need for drainage. 
IDBs undertake works to reduce flood risk to people and property and manage water 
levels for agricultural and environmental needs within their District. 
 
Today, there are 112 IDBs in England whose Districts cover 1.2 million hectares (9.7% 
of England’s landmass). They play a key role in reducing flood risk to over 600,000 
people and almost 900,000 properties. They operate and maintain over 500 pumping 
stations, 22,000 km of watercourse, 175 automatic weed screen cleaners and numerous 
sluices and weirs. (ADA, 2016) 
 
 

 
 

History and Formation 
 

The Swale & Ure Drainage Board was formally created on 01 April 2012 when five 
Drainage Boards (Bedale & Upper Swale, Cod Beck, Claro, Lower Swale and River 
Wiske) were amalgamated.  It is this year that we celebrate this ten-year period.  
 
Records exist for the former Boards from around 1933 after the passing of the 1930 
Land drainage act (LDA) which required the formalisation of all Boards. 
 
OS maps from 1849 show minimal alteration to the modern-day conveyance system.  
 
Supposition suggests that the pioneering water level engineering was carried out 
between 1771 (Jefferson Archive maps) and 1821 (multiple archive estate maps), where 
work on the Great North of England Railway and its branch lines drained agricultural 
land to the benefit of the railway line foundations.   
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From 2012 to 2022 - Ten Years of Amalgamation   
 
Following the formation of the Shadow Board the present Chair, Vice-Chair, Board 
Members and Officers have worked tirelessly together to present a usable Drainage 
Board that meets current legislation  
 
Current Chair – Graham Clarke 2019 - Present 
Former Chair – Mark Sampson 2013 - 2019 
Former Chair – Tim Earle 2012 - 2013 
 
Current Vice-Chair – Liz Wilson 2019 - Present 
Former Vice-Chair – Tim Webster 2012 - 2019 
Former Vice-Chair – Mark Sampson 2012 - 2013 
 
Current Chief Executive Officer – Ian Thornton 2012 - Present 
 
Current Senior Engineer – Roger Smith JBA Consulting 2016 - Present 
Former Senior Engineer – Howard Glenn JBA Consulting 2015 - 2016 
Former Senior Engineer – Tony Hardwick JBA Consulting 2012 - 2015 
 
Former District Working Foreman – Laurance Charlton 2012 to 2017  
 
Current Asset Manager – Matthew Cooke 2017 to Present  
 
As a flood risk authority reducing flood risk is paramount, this is by utilising its 

permissive powers under the Land Drainage Board 1991 (amended).   

Reducing surface water discharge and ensuring access is maintained neighbouring 

watercourses is paramount, and if necessary, undertaking enforcement action to 

ensure the Board’s Byelaws are adhered to.  

The Board encourage “day lighting” culvert sections and this is a strong measure in 

reducing flood risk and increasing biodiversity.  

During this period the management team have digitised the entire district utilising the 

most recent GiS software.  

The Board have undertaken an evidence-based approach by having the district 

Hydraulic Modelled.  With this the Board will be able to illustrate the following:  

• Demonstrate Benefits of WLM  

• Understand Impacts of Climate Change   

• Platform for Working with Other Flood Risk Authorities (FRA), Developers and 

Planning Authorities 

• Understand Impacts of Vegetation Management 

• Better Information = Better Decisions.  

The Board has recently revised its Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and strongly 

believes in its implementation. It has also carried out E – DNA sampling to gain a 

better understanding of species within Board maintained watercourses.  

Within some sub catchments of the Board district Natural Flood Management (NFM) 

schemes have been implemented.  
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In addition to its day-to-day function and duties the Board provide support to other 

FRAs by undertaking works via a PSCA scheme.  

 
The Swale & Ure Drainage Board Area 
 
The Swale & Ure Drainage Board district encompasses 203.4km2 of low lying urban and 
agricultural land, which sits within a further catchment of 1001.8 km2 of North Yorkshire. 
The Board District also accommodates water from the Rivers Swale, Ure and Nidd. 
These rivers convey water from the Yorkshire Dales through to the North Sea. 
 

 
  
The map above shows the Swale & Ure Drainage Board district (red) 203.4km2, along 

with its direct feeder catchments (yellow) 1001.8 km2.  
 
The Board is predominantly a gravity-controlled Board, having one pumping station, and 
as with many other districts the Board are experiencing large development areas around 
the peripheries of the principal market towns.  This, together with the possibility in the 
south of a new 4,000 housing development, to creating a new conurbation, happens to 
be within the Swale & Ure Drainage Board district.  
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The Swale & Ure Drainage Board – An Irregular District  
 
IDBs manage water levels in areas where there is a “special need for drainage”.  For 
most IDBs the special drainage need occurs in broad open areas of lowland such as the 
Fens, Somerset Levels or Humberhead Levels or within the floodplains of rivers that are 
often at or below sea level. These IDBs are often mechanically pumped. 
 
The Swale & Ure Drainage Board derives its special drainage need due to operating in 
the post glacial environment of Northern England where the remnant Boulder Clay Tills, 
Eskers and Moraines have left an undulating landscape. Without the generations of 
improvements and maintenance by the Swale & Ure Drainage Board and former Boards 
the landscape would have been dominated by mires, bogs and stagnant marshland. 
The landscape has been manged as a whole to benefit all. 
 

   
 
 
The majority of the Swale & Ure Drainage Board strategic main water carriers convey 
water under the power of gravity with poorly draining basins being interconnected with 
deep engineered cuts and culverts. The Board’s highest watercourse River Wiske Carr 
Beck’s bed level is 81.4 Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) discharging to the River Swale 
64km downstream at 16.4m AOD. Ox pasture Dyke, the Board’s lowest watercourse 
discharges into the River Nidd at 8.23m AOD. 
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Today’s Tour - Dalton 
 
On departure from Thirsk Auction Mart we will pass the Paradise Fisher Beck catchment 
which gathers all the water from Sutton Bank and the hills to the east of the A19 and 
conveys them to the River Swale via the village of Dalton.  

 

 
 

Map 1 Paradise Fisher Beck Catchment  
 

 
A168 Dalton Junction, Aerial photograph - Northern Echo Archive  
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Boroughbridge  
 
The town of Boroughbridge receives water from the Yorkshire Dales, the River Ure 
and has its source in Wensleydale and the IDB River Tutt catchment.  
 
Some of our points of discussion will be 

• Cooperative working between the IDB and the EA  

• Boroughbridge defences 

• EA objectives   
 

 
 

Map 2 Boroughbridge and the River Tutt  
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Walshford and the Double Dyke catchment   
 
The Double Dyke catchment is a typical IDB system which takes water from the A1(M) 
attenuation ponds at Flaxby industrial site. It crosses the York to Harrogate railway line 
in 3 places. The area within the IDB is typically used for agriculture but areas in the 
upper catchment are earmarked for further industrial/ retail and residential development. 
 
Issues discussed today include  

• The importance of watercourse maintenance  

• The importance of development control and why we work to restrict surface 
water discharge into the district  
 

 
 

Map 3 Illustrating Double Dyke catchment  
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Spoffoth and the River Crimple catchment   
 

 
 
The River Crimple catchment gathers water from approximately 80km2 of moorland 
southwest of Harrogate before entering the IDB district as it passes under the B658. 
From here on out the river becomes flatter as it moves into a more lowland setting. 
The gentling of the gradient causes this area to act as a sediment trap causing many 
issues to the IDB and its goal of the free flow of water across its district.  
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Planning and development control – Knaresborough is moving east  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Over the last 5 years the Manse Farm Development shown in green has taken place 
and should be nearing completion within the next 18 months. The Highfield Farm 
Development shown in red is proposed for another 400 homes and relevant 
infrastructure, and once again requiring negotiation between the IDB planning and 
development control officer and the developer to allow for a long-term workable solution 
for all stakeholders.    
 

The Future 

 
The future holds many challenges for the IDB, climate change, carbon net zero and 
economic challenges are all of imminent concern. Over the next 3 years the Board 
hopes to use new digital modelling alongside generations of local knowledge to 
surmount these challenges.    
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Photo – top showing emergency blockage removal works December 2021 just 
downstream of Thornton le Street  

 

Thank you for your attendance 
We hope you have had an enjoyable Tour 

 
 

 
 

Photo – top showing work in progress on the main Cut Spit 


