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Minutes of the Meeting of the Swale and Ure Drainage Board 
Thursday 19 November 2020 2pm 

Held remotely via Microsoft Teams 

 
 Present:  Mr G Clarke (Chair) 

    Mrs E Wilson (Vice-Chair) 

    Mr D Anderson 

    Cllr R Ormston 

    Mr B Phillips 

    Mr M Sampson 

    Mr D Sanderson 

    Cllr I Sanderson 

    Mr R Sanderson 

    Mr R Tesseyman 

    Mr T Webster 

 

 In Attendance:  Ian A Thornton (Chief Executive) 

    Roger Smith (Chief Engineer) 

    Matthew Cooke (Asset Manager) 

    Alyson Duffy (Secretary) 

 

Declarations of Interest: None 

 

2020.042 Welcome and Apologies for Absence: 

 

The Chairman welcomed Board Members to the meeting.  There were no 

apologies for absence received. 

 

2020.043 Minutes of the Meeting held on 04 June 2020 

 

It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded by Mr R Tesseyman and 

agreed that the Minutes be taken as read and be signed and dated by the 

Chair. 

 

Report of the Chief Executive 

 

2020.044 Rating Report 

 

The Rating report as at 30 September 2020 showed a balance of outstanding 

rates of £14,400.89. This is less than last year at this stage. The Rating 

Officer is in discussion with solicitors. 
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2020.045 Contributions 

 

The Upland Water Contribution from the Environment Agency under LDA 191 

s57(i) is likely to be paid at 98% of the claim which should equate to 

£178,515.37 which is £12,834 less than last year. No formal confirmation has 

been received at present. 

 

 

2020.046 Balances, Receipts and Payments 

 

The Reconciliation Statement was presented showing receipts and payments 

at 30 September 2020 with a balance carried forward of £791,029.55. During 

the period 01 April 2020 and 30 September 2020 receipts have totalled 

£519,972.13. Accounts received during the period of the report 01 April to 30 

September 2020 amounted to £333,782.89, inclusive of VAT. 

 

2020.047 Report of the Internal Auditor 

 

The Chief Executive reported that the interim report of the Internal Auditor 

had been received and once again the Board received a clean audit.  A 

suggestion had been made that card payments were taking too long to reach 

the Board’s bank account. The Chief Executive has spoken with the Rating 

Officer and payments will reach the Board’s bank account on the 1st of each 

month. 

 

2020.048 AGAR Form 

 

It was reported that the external audit had now been completed with one 
‘except for’ matter “Section 2 was not signed by the Responsible Finance 
Officer before approval”.  This has been duly noted. 

 
2020.049 Budget and Rate Setting 
 
2020.049.01 Review of Expenditure 2020-2021 
  

The Chief Executive reported that the year commenced with a Budget 

approved by the Board laying a rate of 8.8p.  With the Upland Water 

contribution, Officers have been able to manage the Board’s general 

maintenance programme without constraint.   

   

As at the end of September 2020 there are outstanding works to the value of 

£157,929 which, weather permitting, should be completed before the year 

end. 

  

  A 3-year budget forecast was presented.  
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2020.049.02 Financial Plan 2021-2022 

 

It was reported that the Board’s Officers have evaluated the forthcoming 

financial year and a budget of £548,982 is required.  

 

2020.049.03 Rate Levy 

 

A programme of expenditure was presented to the Committee and discussed.  

It was proposed by Mr D Sanderson, seconded by Mr M Sampson and 

unanimously agreed that a rate levy of 8.8p remain. 

 

2020.050 Right of Way and Land Registry re Spudling Dyke Pumping Station 

 

The Board’s solicitors have informed that a minor amendment was required 
on Form ST1 which has now been dealt with. 

   
2020.051 Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

2020.051.01 Meetings Attended 

 

  Lincolnshire Clerks 11 June 2020 and 06 October 2020 

 

The Chief Executive reported that he had attended both these meetings via 

Microsoft Teams. 

 

  ADA Conference and AGM 11 November 2020 

 

The Chief Executive reported that he had attended both these meetings via 

Zoom. 

 

2020.051.02 Byelaws 

 

The Chief Executive reported that ADA is currently updating the Byelaws and 

these are presently with DEFRA awaiting final confirmation. It is hoped that 

these revised Byelaws will be available to be adopted by the Board early next 

year. 

   

2020.52 Recommendation 

 
It was proposed by Mr T Webster, seconded by Mr M Sampson and agreed 
that the Chief Executive’s Report be received. 
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Correspondence 
 

2020.053 Stokesley Road, Northallerton 

 

The Chief Executive reported that extensive correspondence had been 

entered into with Yorvik Homes and their Engineers of Topping Engineers 

regarding the 9.0m Byelaw width.  On behalf of the Board instruction was 

given to the Board’s Solicitors, Schofield Sweeney, to give legal advice 

regarding the situation. 

 

 The Chief Engineer reported that various further editions of  drawings were 

presented and some headway has now been made regarding Phase 1. 

Phase 2 is to be subject to a revised planning application to Hambleton 

District Council to facilitate the Board’s working width.  At present the Board is 

awaiting the application. Whilst the application has come with a cost to the 

Board, the Board’s Officers believe it has now demonstrated to the Local 

Authority and the Developers the implications and use of the Byelaw width 

and it is hoped that this in future will be considered on future planning 

applications within the Board’s District. Once the matter is fully resolved the 

Chief Executive will write to Harrogate Borough Council, Richmondshire 

District Council and Hambleton District Council to make them aware 

of the Board’s position with regard to development within the proximity of the 

Board’s strategic watercourses.  

 

2020.054 Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council 

 

It was reported that the Board’s Officers have become involved in 

correspondence with Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council regarding 

alleged flooding issues within the village of Staveley. Enquiries are being 

made with the EA and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust regarding their position in order 

that a formal response can be made to the Parish Council. The Asset 

Manager has been on site to inspect the watercourses and is satisfied with 

the Board’s maintenance.   

 

2020.055 Hatch End, Morton on Swale 

 

The Chief Engineer reported that at the above development the Board’s 9.0m 

Byelaw width cannot be facilitated due to a fence that has been constructed 

which would preclude the Board from maintenance without removal. 

Correspondence has been entered into with the Developer and this has now 

been resolved. 

 

2020.056 Ratepayer Dispute 

 

Correspondence has been received from a ratepayer within the Kirk 

Hammerton area regarding poor river maintenance and flooding of their land.   
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Board Officers have advised the ratepayer that the EA are responsible for the 

maintenance of the main river and not the Board. 

 

Report of the Chief Engineer 
 

2020.057 Summary of Works 2020 

 

It was reported that the watercourse maintenance works commenced early 

August.  Between August and the beginning of October 2020 the two 

Contractors had completed 25km and 27km respectively of watercourse 

maintenance works. Both Contractors have to date achieved double the 

progress compared to last year.   

 

2020.058 Spraying Programme  

 

The first application was completed in April and has proved to be moderately 

successful. The second application was undertaken in June.  A total of 175 

hours was required to complete the two phases and a total of just £7,000 was 

spent.  A significant improvement has been made to Bedale Beck, and areas 

around Dunsforth.  

 

2020.059 Ongoing Matters  
 

2020.059.1 Kirk Hammerton Beck  

 

Board Officers reported to NYCC Highways department in 2018, 2019, and in 

August 2020, that a retaining wall had failed within Kirk Hammerton Beck. 

The failure is still under investigation by NYCC.  

 

2020.059.2 Bedale By-Pass Attenuation Pond  

 

Board Officers reported to NYCC Highways Department that a By-Pass 

channel had been excavated earlier this year.  This matter is ongoing and 

currently avoids the oil interceptors within the drainage infrastructure of the 

Bypass.  
 

2020.059.3 EA River wiske 

 

It was reported that Board Officers have received numerous complaints on 
the condition of the River Wiske this year. Some sections of the River Nidd 
near Kirk Hammerton are in a similar condition.  The EA have been informed.  
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2020.060 Piling Programme 

 

The Board budgeted on £30,000 to spend towards this year’s programme.  

The current primary areas identified are Kirk Hammerton, Goldsborough, 

Frogmire Dyke, Cundall, and Howe Beck.  Additional areas may be identified. 

 

2020.061 Watercourse Maintenance Contract.  

  

The Chief Engineer reported that the existing five-year Watercourse 

Maintenance Contract commenced in April 2017 and terminates on the 31 

March 2022.  It was suggested that the Board undertake a procurement 

process utilizing the existing Contract for a ten-year term.  After discussing 

the benefits, it was proposed by Cllr I Sanderson, seconded by Mr D 

Anderson and agreed that Board Officers pursue a procurement process and 

that a 5 year + 3 year + 2 year contract be drawn up. 

 

2020.062 Hydraulic Modelling  

 

The Chief Engineer confirmed that the Environment Agency had agreed to 

contribute £100,000 towards implementation. 

 

Implementation of Hydraulic Modelling was put out to tender by 2Buy2 as 

previously agreed. The Chair received tenders and a recommendation which 

was circulated to all Board Members.  At this point Board Officers left the 

meeting.  

 

Discussions took place regarding the tenders received.  It was proposed by 

Mr T Webster, seconded by Mr B Phillips and unanimously agreed that the 

recommended tender of £200,000 be implemented.  The Chair to contact 

2Buy2 to inform all tenderers of the result. 

 

Board Officers rejoined the meeting. The question was asked as to whether 

the finalized Hydraulic Modelling would belong to the Board and whether a 

charge could be levied to service users. The Chief Engineer confirmed this 

was the case. 

 

2020.063 Board Vehicle 
 

The Board Vehicle has covered 5,980 miles and is due a service at the 
beginning of next year. 

 

2020.064  Spudling Dyke Pumping Station 

 

It was reported that between 01 May 2020 and 09 October 2020, the pump 

has run a total of 336 hours. The annual insurance inspection was completed 

earlier this year in June.  
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The Asset Manager and Chief Executive reported there had been some 

issues at Spudling Dyke and it was agreed that L.A.W. Electrical Selby Ltd 

look into the situation. 

   

It was suggested that enough was left in reserves should the pumping station 

  need to be replaced. 

 

2020.065 Telemetry 

 

The Meteor Communications monitoring system continues to be a valuable 

asset.  

 

2020.066 Hydraulic Structures 

 

The EA’s Highfield Stell will receive a new outfall utilising the Board’s PSCA 

contract in due course.  

 

 

2020.067 Environment Agency  

 

2020.067.1 EA Asset Inspection and Maintenance Regime 

 

The Board’s Contractors currently continue with the EA Asset Inspection and 

Maintenance Regime following the success of last years’ programme.  The 

Board’s Contractors have also been appointed to undertake invasive weed 

spraying on selected flood embankment areas. Some flood embankment 

repair work has been completed on the River Swale.  

 

2020.067.2 PSCA Contract  

 

Board Officers are currently awaiting a proposal from the EA concerning a 

future  PSCA contract.  The existing agreement expires on the 30 November 

2020.    

 

2020.067.3 NaFRA2 

 

It was reported that the EA are in the process of updating its flood risk maps 

and has approached all IDBs & LLFA for current asset data i.e. pumping 

station detail, strategic watercourses within the District, culvert details 

(lengths and invert levels).  

Board Officers have submitted GIS shapefiles of the Board’s catchment, 

designated watercourses, pumping station data, and some culvert details to 

assist with the study.  
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2020.068  Planning & Pre-Application Advice 

 

2020.068.1  Planning Applications  

 

Board Officers have commented on eight large planning applications which 

may have implications on flood risk affecting the Board’s District, together 

with eighteen cases when pre- application advice was provided to potential 

Consent applications affecting surface water discharge and/or assets within 

9.0m of the Board’s maintained watercourses.   

 

Following the last Board meeting, Board Officers raised their concerns on the 

current working relationship and co-operation with Hambleton LPA. 

Discussions took place and it was concluded that insufficient detail has been 

submitted to the Board. The Chief Engineer confirmed that additional 

information has been supplied to Hambleton LPA. 

 

2020.068.2 Land Drainage Act 1991 Section 23 and 66 (20th Byelaws) Consents 

  LDA 1991, Section 23 Breach  

 

  Five Consents have been granted in relation to the Land Drainage Act 1991 

  (Amended).   

  

Board Officers have been involved with inappropriate actions undertaken by 

the proposed development within the Highfield Farm scheme at 

Knaresborough. 

 

2020.069 JBA Consulting 

  

It was reported that during the current Covid-19 crisis, JBA offices have 
continued to remain open during this pandemic and continue to deliver 
services.  JBA have adopted flexible working with remote working from home 
for those staff who can.   

 

2020.070 Recommendation 

  

It was proposed by Mr R Tesseyman, seconded by Mr M Sampson and 

agreed that the Report of the Chief Engineer be received.  

 

Report of the Health & Safety Advisor 
 

2020.071 Covid-19 
  

The Board’s area is currently under COVID-19 restrictions, in the medium 

alert category for England. The Board continue to follow Government 

guidelines and to date the Board’s activities have not been adversely 

affected. 
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2020.072 Maintenance Contractors 

 

  Both Contractors receive periodic updates on any matters relating to Health & 

Safety.  There are no accidents and incidents to report. 

 

2020.073 Recommendation 

 

It was proposed by Mr R Tesseyman, seconded by Mr M Sampson and 

agreed that the Report of the Health & Safety Officer be received.  

 

Report of the Environmental Advisor 
 

2020.074 Legilslation 

 

It was reported that a Policy Paper on the Environment Bill was issued in 

August, to combat the environmental and climate crises the country faces.  

The Bill acts as a key vehicle for delivering the vision set out in the 25 Year 

Environment Plan. An important aspect of the Environment Bill is the power to 

set long-term, legally binding environmental targets. Setting targets will 

provide a strong mechanism to deliver long-term environmental 

outcomes.  When the legislation has been approved by Parliament, it may 

have impacts on IDB functions.  

 

2020.075 Biodiversity Action Plan 

 

Over the summer the Board’s Environment Officer has been delivering 

Species Action Plan for Water Vole, Target Action 9 across large parts of the 

Board District.  The surveys were undertaken in July and August.  In total 

over 6km of watercourses were surveyed for presence of water vole.  Further 

surveys in distinct areas will be undertaken 2021, together with work on white 

clawed crayfish. 

 

Mr M Sampson was under the impression that the cost of the implementation 

of the Biodiversity Action Plan agreed at the February 2020 meeting was a 

total figure rather than an annual figure.  Board Officers will research and 

report back to next meeting. 

 

2020.076 Recommendation 

 

It was proposed by Mr R Tesseyman, seconded by Mr M Sampson and 

agreed that the Report of the Environmental Advisor be received.  

  

 
 
 



Swale & Ure Drainage Board Meeting   
Thursday 19 November 2020 

10 
 

 
 
Future Meeting Dates 
 
 Thursday 04 February 2021  S&UDB Board Meeting 
 Thursday 04 March 2021  ADA Northern Branch Meeting, Howden
 Thursday  03 June 2021   S&UDB Board Meeting 
 Thursday 18 November 2021  S&UDB F&GP Meeting 
 Thursday 18 November 2021  S&UDB Board Meeting 
 

 

The meeting was declared closed at 15.45 pm. 

 

 

Signed a True Record ………………………………………. Date 

 

 

 


