
Minutes of the Meeting of the Swale & Ure Drainage Board 

21 November 2019 

 
Present:   Mr D Anderson 

    Mr G Clarke 

    Mr P Houseman 

    Cllr R Ormston 

    Mr B Phillips 

    Mr M Sampson 

    Mr D Sanderson 

    Mr R Sanderson 

    Mr R Tesseyman 

    Mr T Webster 

    Mrs E Wilson   

 

In Attendance:   Ian A Thornton (Chief Executive) 

    Roger Smith (Chief Engineer) 

    Matthew Cooke (Asset Manager) 

    Alyson Duffy (Secretary) 

 

Also Present:   Mr J Benn (JBA Consulting) 

 

Declarations of Interest: None 

 

2019.88 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

 

2019.88.1 Mr M Sampson welcomed Mr P Houseman and Mr R Sanderson to the  

  Board. 

   

2019.88.2 Apologies were received from Mr R Ormston and Cllr I Sanderson 

 

2019.89 Elections 

   
  The number of elected members on the Board is 11 and there was one   
  excess nomination received. The Returning Officer  organized a Poll with a  
  deadline date of 12 noon 31 October 2019. 
 
  In total 142 voting papers were returned including 10 invalid papers and 2 late  
  votes, approximately 12.3% of the electorate.  The Returning Officer declared  
  that the elected members are: 
  
  Mr D Anderson, Mr G Clarke, Mr P Houseman, Mr R Ormston  Mr B Phillips,  
  Mr M Sampson, Mr D Sanderson, Mr R Sanderson, Mr R Tesseyman, Mr T  
  Webster, Mrs Liz Wilson 
 
  The new Board is for a term of three years commencing 05 November 2019. 
  The retiring Chair thanked Mr R Bosomworth and Mr J Consett for their  
  long term loyal and unstinted service.  The Chief Executive to send both a  
  letter of thanks.  He also thanked Board Officers individually for their   
  contribution to the running of the Board. 
 
 
 
 



2019.90 Appointment of Chair and Vice Chair 
 
  As the Chair and Vice Chair were stepping down nominations were sought 
  for the positions. 
 
2019.90.1 It was proposed by  Mr B Phillips, seconded by  Mr D Anderson and   
  unanimously agreed that the position of Chair be filled by Mr G Clarke. 
 
2019.90.2 It was proposed by Mr T Webster, seconded by Mr R Tesseyman and   
  unanimously agreed that the position of Vice Chair be filled by Mrs E Wilson. 
 
2019.90.3 Mr M Sampson handed over to Mr G Clarke to continue the meeting. 
 
2019.91 Appointment of Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 

2019.91.1 As Chair and Vice Chair Mr G Clarke and Mrs E Wilson will be members of 

  the F&GP Committee.  A further three members are required. It was proposed  

  by Mrs E Wilson, seconded by Mr R Tesseyman and unanimously agreed  

  that Mr R Sanderson be a member of the F&GP Committee. It was proposed  

  by Mr D Anderson, seconded by Mr B Phillips and unanimously agreed that  

  Mr M Sampson be a member of the F&GP Committee. It was proposed by Mr  

  B Phillips, seconded by Cllr R Ormston and unanimously agreed that Mr D  

  Sanderson be a member of the F&GP Committee 

 

2019.92 Local Authority Representation on the Board 

 

  A discussion was held regarding the number of representatives appointed 

  by Hambleton District Council, Richmondshire District Council and Harrogate 

  Borough Council.  It was reported that each Chief Executive receives 

  notification of number of representatives allocated and that this year all 

  decided to send one representative. 

 

  It was reported that the local authority representative does not necessarily 

  need to be a Councillor.  Various suggestions were made and Board   

  Members agreed to give thought to the matter and report back. 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 06 June 2019 

 

  It was proposed by Mr B Phillips, seconded by Mr T Webster and agreed that  

  the Minutes be taken as read and they were duly signed and dated by the  

  retiring Chair. 

 

2019.93 Matters Arising not elsewhere on the Agenda 

 

  There were no matters arising. 

 

Report of the Chief Executive 
 

2019.94 Finance 

 

2019.94.1 The Rating Report as at 30 September 2019 showed a balance of rates 

  and special levies outstanding of £18,201.12. The Chief Executive reported that as 

  of 20 November 2019 this figure had reduced to £10,905.89 and that solicitors  

  letters had now been sent to the debtors. 



 

2019.94.2 The Reconciliation Statement was presented showing receipts and payments 

  as at 30 September 2019 with a balance carried forward of £690,640.25 

  which is approximately £50,000 in front of last years’ position. 

 

2019.94.3 During the period 01 April 2019 and 30 September 2019 receipts have 

  totalled £445,973.92 and payments £309,973.13. 

 
2019.95 Contributions 

 
  The Upland Water Contribution from the Environment Agency under LDA 191  

  s57(i) has now been received in the sum of £191,349.34 which is 100% of  

  the claim.   

 

2019.96  Report of the Internal Auditor  

 
         The Interim Report of the Internal Auditor for the period 01 April 2019 to  

  31 August 2019 gave a clean audit with no recommendations. 

2019.97 Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 

  The report from the External Auditor has been concluded with no ‘except for  
  ‘matters therefore giving a clean external audit to the Board. 
 
2019.98 Tour of Inspection 

 
  The first ‘Tour of Inspection’ took place on Friday 08 November 2019 and 
  was considered a success.  A variety of guests attended including    
  representatives from the Association of Drainage Authorities,  National   
  Farmers Union, Environment Agency, Country Landowners Association,   
  North Yorkshire County Council, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, representatives   
  from various Boards around the country, Board Members, Landowners and  
  Board  Contractors.  The Chief Executive reported that the Tour was well 
  organized and thanked the Asset Manager in particular. 
 
2019.99 Board Vehicle 
 
  When the Dacia Duster was purchased and registered in 2016 it was agreed  
  by the Board that it be run for a three year period.  At a previous Board   
  meeting instructions were given to Board Officers to research the    
  procurement of a new replacement commercial vehicle. Having concluded  
  this research it was proposed that a car derived 4x4 Dacia Duster is procured  
  as the commercial model is not available as yet in the UK and is unlikely to  
  arrive until after the financial year end .  The 4x4 model is available in three  
  variations from circa £18,000 to circa £20,000 on the road.  It is suggested  
  that the middle range vehicle, being a Prestige, is put out for tender with an  
  envisaged price of £19,295. 
  
.  The Chief Executive reported that the VAT will not be reclaimable.  
 
  It was proposed by Mr D Sanderson, Seconded by Mr T Webster and agreed  
  that Board Officers proceed with the purchase. 
 
  With regard to the sale of current vehicle there have been a few expressions  
  of interest.  It was suggested that it be offered for sale by tender once the new  
  vehicle has been delivered.  



 
  It was proposed by Mr B Phillips, seconded by Cllr R Ormston and agreed  
  that this method of sale be applied. 
 
2019.100 Spudling Dyke 

 
  It was reported that our solicitors have confirmed they are still in touch with  
  the Land Registry who have informed them there are no contentious issues  
  but they are experiencing a backlog in dealing with requests. 
 
2019.101 Website 
  
  Due to the pressure of other Board’s business this has had to be put on hold  
  at the moment. It is hoped that the website will be live towards the end of the  
  year. 
  
2109.102 Meetings Attended 
 
  The Chief Executive reported that on 03 October 2019 he had attended the  
  Yorkshire Clerks Meeting in York. Helpful open discussions were held   
  regarding the industry and a representative from the EA was in attendance.  
 
2019.103 DEFRA 
 
2019.103.1 Defra: Internal Drainage Boards (IDBs): Annual Report Summary 
  and Analysis – 2018. Based on information received via the IDB1 forms,   
  Defra have produced an Annual Report Summary and Analysis 2018 which  
  was discussed 
 
2019.103.2 Defra: Governance Research Document August 2019. An abridged version of  
  the document was supplied to Board Members. 
 
2019.104 Association of Drainage Authorities 
 
2019.104.1 Meetings Attended 
  Great Yorkshire Show 
 
  The Chief Executive reported that on 09-11 July 2019 ADA Northern Branch  
  had attended the Great Yorkshire Show. Assistance on the stand had been 
  provided by most Yorkshire  Boards and ADA to raise public awareness.  The  
  stand was visited by numerous members of the industry. 
 
2019.104.2 ADA/EUWMA 10 September 2019 - Visit to Hull and Humber area 
  
  The Chief Executive reported he was invited to represent the Swale & Ure  
  Drainage Board on the evening of the EUWMA Conference held in York.   
  Representatives from the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal,   
  Italy, Germany and the UK membership, together with a representative from  
  Romania were in attendance. The following day a tour took place to the   
  east showing the flood plains of the higher  ground of Yorkshire, falling   
  towards the River Humber taking in a new flood prevention works that have  
  been created on the north of the Humber Estuary. 
. 
 

 

 

 



2019.104.3 ADA Clerks London 12 November 2019  

  ADA Conference London 13 November 2019 

 

  The Chief Executive had attended both the above and encouraged that 

  more representatives from the Swale & Ure Drainage Board attend the 

  Conference next year. 

 

2019.105 Future Meetings 

 

2019.105.1 Floodex Peterborough 26/ 27 February 2020  

  The Chief Executive raised the question as to whether or not the Board 

  would like him to represent them once again at the above event, together 

  with any Board Members 

 
2019.106 Byelaws 
 
  It was reported that ADA is updating the Byelaws and these are presently with 
  DEFRA  awaiting final confirmation. It is hoped that these revised Byelaws will  
  available to be adopted by the Swale & Ure Drainage Board during 2020.  
  
2019.107 Recommendation  

 

      It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded by Mr R Tesseyman and   

  agreed that the Report of the Chief Executive be received. 

 

2019.108 Annual review of Management Services  

 

2019.108.1 Year Ending 31 March 2019 

  At the last Board meeting the matter of the Planning & Enforcement Officer’s  

  extra time given to the enormity of planning applications was discussed at  

  length. JBA Consulting corresponded directly with the Chair on numerous  

  occasions. As this situation occurred between meetings Mr M Sampson   

  communicated with Board Members and it was agreed that the Board pay an  

  additional fee of £14,790 to cover the 2018-2019 financial year to be included  

  as part of Option A.  At this meeting it was proposed by Mr M Sampson,   

  seconded by Mr T Webster and agreed that this payment be ratified. 

 

2019.108.2 To cover the period to the end of the Service Level Agreement term it was 

  agreed that the above amount of £14,790 together with RPI indexation be  

  paid annually and added to the JBA quarterly accounts as part of an Option A  

  cost.    

 

Report of the Chief Engineer 

 
2019.109 Maintenance Programme 

 

  The Chief Engineer reported that due to the weather conditions the first four 

  months of the maintenance season had been challenging.  

 Reactive works have been carried out on the River Tutt with fallen trees being 

 removed as well as reserved work on Birdforth Beck being  implemented. 

 

 Works on EA Bedale Beck are currently ongoing by the Board’s Approved 

 Contractors.   



 

 The Giant Hogweed spraying on Bedale Beck was successful, with the  intention 

 to continue over the coming years.  

 

2019.110 Rainfall Events  

  

  A report was supplied to the Board regarding significant rainfall events.  

 

2019.111 Hydraulic Modelling  

 

  The Chief Engineer reported that a scope of works has now been completed  

  which will form the documentation of the tender and recommended this be 

  carried out by the procurement team at 2buy2.  The Chief Engineer outlined 

  the benefits of hydraulic modelling.  It was proposed by Mrs E Wilson, 

  seconded by Mr M Sampson and agreed  in principle to hydraulic modelling 

  and that Board Officers pursue Grant in Aid funding. 

  

2019.112 Environment Agency Main Rivers  

 

  It was reported that Environment Agency is having a strong drive towards   

  demainment of main rivers nationally.  The overall condition of the main rivers  

  in the Swale & Ure Drainage Board Catchment was discussed and it was 

  pointed out that the operational condition of the main rivers is having an effect  

  on the Board-maintained watercourses and its Sub-Catchments.  

 

  After lengthy discussions it was decided that this matter be deferred until the 

  next F&GP meeting. 

 

2019.113 Spudling Dyke Pumping Station 

 

  Between 31 June and 25 October 2019 the pump has run a total of 679 hours. 

  The monitoring equipment is proving to be a considerable asset.  

 

2019.114 Hydraulic Structures 

 

  Scruton Stell – The weed screen has been repaired at the outfall.  

  Highfield Stell Flap Valve – Has failed and been reported to the EA.  

 Minskip – Culvert Section – The CCTV has been completed, and illustrates no 

 significant blockages, and will be monitored.  The significant rainfall has not 

 highlighted any concerns. 

 Ribston Wood – The CCTV has been completed; the longitudinal survey is 

 still to be completed.  Again, the significant rainfall has not highlighted any 

 concerns.   

  Warlaby Flap valve – inspection required when conditions allow.  

 

2019.115 Environment Agency PSCA Works  

 

  The Chief Engineer outlined works which the Board’s Contractors have   

  undertaken to assist the Environment Agency. This has included invasive   

  weed spraying, asset inspection and tree blockage removal.  Watercourse 

  reinstatement works had been undertaken utilising the Board’s Public 

  Sector co-operation agreement. 

 



2019.116 Planning Applications  

 

  It was reported that between 23 April 2019 and 28 October 2019 Board   

  Officers have been notified of 2,866 planning applications which could have  

  implications within the Board’s catchment and its Byelaws under the Land  

  Drainage Act (Amended).  30 planning applications have been commented 

  on which may have implications on flood risk affecting the Board’s District.  

 

 Between  01 April 2019 and 28 October 2019 135 cases were recorded when 

 pre- application advice and pre consultation from the LPA was provided to 

 potential consent applications affecting surface water discharge and/or assets 

 within 9.0 metres of the Board’s maintained watercourses.   

 

  Discussions ensued regarding charging for pre-application advice and after  

  due discussion it was agreed that the Board would put in place a pre planning  

  charge mechanism and the document of this will be introduced to the new  

  website when live next year. 

 

2019.117 Land Drainage Act 1991 Section 23 and 66 (20th Byelaws) Consents 

  LDA 1991, Section 23 Breach  

 

 Since 01 April 2019 11 Consents have been granted in relation to the Land 

 Drainage Act 1991 (Amended).  The flood embankments on Crakehill Beck 

 and Oaktree Stell still remain.  Both occupiers are aware that they are in 

 contravention of the Board’s Byelaws.  Hambleton District Council is currently 

 pursuing a Flood Risk Assessment and Hydraulic Modelling from the occupier at 

 Crakehill Beck.  

 

2019.118 Board’s Vehicle 

  

  It was reported that at the beginning of October the Dacia Duster had covered  

  33,500 miles.  

 

2019.119 Recommendation 

 

  It was proposed by Mr B Phillips, seconded by Mr D Anderson and agreed 

  that the Report of the Chief Engineer is received. 

 

Report of the Health & Safety Advisor 
 

2019.115 Health, Safety & Wellbeing Policy 

 

  The Health, Safety and Wellbeing policy has been updated and it was  

  proposed by Mr B Phillips, seconded by Mr D Anderson and agreed that 

  this be adopted by the Board. 

 

Report of the Environmental Advisor  
 

2019.116 Implementation of BAP 

  

  Lengthy discussions took place on the implementation of the Biodiversity 

  Action plan and the costings associated with this.  It was proposed by 

  Mrs E Wilson, seconded by Mr B Phillips and agreed that sections 1-3 (ie 



  review current BAP, produce revised BAP for 2019-2024 and produce 

  actions, indicators and methods of reporting) be pursued as outlined in 

  the Environmental Advisor’s Report.  As far as implementation is concerned 

  this is to be considered by the Board dependent upon advices given. 

 

  Mr M Sampson proposed, seconded by Mr R Tesseyman and agreed that the 

  Environmental Officer attends annually to report on BAP.    

 

2019.117 Environment Bill 

  

  The Environmental Advisor produced information regarding The Environment  

  Bill which includes clauses which will be incorporated into the Land Drainage  

  Act if passed.  Changes are associated with the creation of new IDBs and  

  the ability for IDBs to extend boundaries to include areas from which water  

  flows into catchments.  ADA has lobbied Defra for amendments to the ways in  

  which annual values are calculated which ADA believes will reflect a fairer  

  approach to collection of drainage rates.   

 

2019.118 Changes to the Eels Regulation Process 

 

  It was reported that the EA has released details on ChERP relating to the   

  agricultural sector abstractions.  Changes associated with FRCEM managers  

  have not yet been completed.  This Board’s pumping station at Spudling Dyke  

  is subject to the Eels  (England & Wales) Regulations 2009.   

 

2019.119 Recommendation  

 

  It was proposed by Mr M Sampson, seconded by Mr B Phillips and agreed  

  that the Report of the Environmental Advisor be received. 

 

2019.120 Future Meeting Dates 

 

  16 January 2020 F&GP Meeting 

  06 February 2020 Board Meeting  Rabbit Hill Park, Arkendale 

  04 June 2020  Board Meeting 

  19 November 2020 Board Meeting  

 

Meeting closed at 3.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed a True Record ………………………………………..  Dated ………………………. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 


