
Minutes of the Meeting of the Swale & Ure Drainage Board 
08 June  2017 
 
Present: Mr M Sampson (Chairman) 
  Cllr B Baker 
  Mr J G Clarke 
  Mr J Consett 
  Cllr R Ormston 

Mr D Sanderson 
  Mr R J Tesseyman 
  Mr T Webster 
  Mrs Liz Wilson 
  Mr B Phillips  
 
In Attendance: Ian A Thornton  - Chief Executive 
  Roger Smith      - Chief Engineer 
  Matthew Cooke - Asset Manager 
  Pam Munton      - Secretary 
  Alyson Duffy      - Secretary 
 
Declarations of Interest – None 
 
2017.29 Welcome and Apologies  
 
2017.29.1 The Chief Executive stated that all Board meetings from now on would be recorded  
 and the Board unanimously agreed. 
 
2017.29.2 The Chief Executive stated that this would be Pam Munton’s last Board meeting as she was 
 retiring and he introduced her replacement, Alyson Duffy, to the meeting.  
 
2017.29.3 Apologies for absence were received from Messrs D Anderson, R Bosomworth, J Wilkinson. 
 
2017.30 Minutes of Meeting held on 09 February 2017 
 
 It was proposed by Mr Consett, seconded by Mr Tesseyman and agreed that the minutes 
 be taken as read and they were duly signed and dated by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
2017.31 Matters Arising not elsewhere on the Agenda 
 
2017.31.1 River Swale at Killerby 
 
 The Engineer stated that to date there was nothing further to report. 
 
2017.31.2 Notice of entry to land by Board Staff and Contractors 
 

Due to data protection issues instead of using a pre-paid postcard for completion and return 
by ratepayers of their contact details, the information was requested in the usual ratepayers 
letter and to date there had only been 13 responses of which only 5 were beside 
watercourses. 

  

Chief Executive’s Report 
 
2017.32 Finance 
 
2017.32.1 The Rating Report as at 31 March 2017 showed a balance of rates outstanding of 

£1,479.87p. this being the lowest balance since the inception of the Board in 2012.  
 
2017.32.2 It was proposed by Mr Baker, seconded by Mr Consett and agreed to approve the 
 Table showing two amounts transferred to Special Levy and one amount written off 
 in the total sum of £19.39p. 
 
2017.32.3 The Reconciliation Statement was presented showing receipts and payments to  



 31 March 2017 with a balance carried forward of £343,272.58.   
 
2017.32.4 It was proposed by Mr Sanderson, seconded by Mr T Webster and agreed the list of payments   

totalling £208,652.68 plus VAT £40,683.74p be approved.  
 
2017.33 Formalisation of Banking Signatories 
 

The Board approved the addition of Mrs E Wilson and Mr R Smith as signatories on the   
Bank Mandate together with the removal of Mr J. Barton and Mr H Glenn following their 
retirement. 

 
2017.34  Specialist Services 
 
 It was agreed this would be discussed at an additional Board Meeting to be held in July. 
 
2017.35 Procurement of Management Services 
 

The Chairman reported that following a further meeting of the F & G P Committee with Mr 
Swinney of North Lincolnshire Council with regard to the progress of procurement of 
management services contract, this was about to go on the Website under Your Tender. 
The cost to the Board would be approximately £4,500. 

 
2017.36 Annual Governance Statement 
 

Following the review of the effectiveness of the system of internal control and annual 
governance statement 2016/17, it was proposed by Mr Clarke, seconded by Mr Sanderson 
and agreed this be approved and was duly signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

 
2017.37 Accounting Statements 2016/17 
 
 These having been verified and signed by the responsible financial officer, it was proposed 
 by Mr Sanderson, seconded by Cllr Ormston and agreed these be approved and they were 
 duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
2017.38 Internal Audit 
 
 The Internal Auditor’s Report dated 8 May 2017 was received. 
 
2017.39 Reappointment of the Internal Auditor 
 
 Having received a quotation of £360 per day for 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 from Yorkshire 

Audit Services for the Internal Audit Plan it was proposed by Mr Phillips, seconded by Mr 
Consett and agreed that this be approved. 

 
2017.40 Meetings Attended and Association of Drainage Authorities 
 

The Chief Executive tabled the meetings he had attended to the year-end and submitted his 
report on the ADA Board Meeting held in February.  He informed members that Mr Henry 
Cator who had been Chairman of ADA for a period of 10 years was retiring and Mr Robert 
Cauldwell would be taking over from him.  All Boards were being asked if they wished to 
contribute towards the cost of a painting being commissioned which would be presented to 
Mr Cator on his retirement.  After discussion, the Board agreed to a contribution of £100. 
which could be taken from the Chairman’s Allowance. 
 
The Chief Executive listed various meetings he was due to attend including Yorkshire Clerks, 
Welland & Deepings; Liaison Meeting; ADA Board in London; Lincs Clerks; ADA Northern 
Yorkshire Show Stand, ADA P & F Committee meeting in London, Floodex Europe, ADA 
Clerks and ADA Conference. He added that if any member could give some time on the 
Yorkshire Show stand, this would be appreciated and he also encouraged more members 
to attend the ADA Conference in London. 
 

 
 



2017.41 Recommendation 
  
 It was proposed by Mr Clarke, seconded by Mr Sanderson and agreed unanimously that  
 the Chief Executive’s report be received. 
   

 
Engineer’s Report 
 
2017.42 Maintenance Programme 2016-17 
 
 The Engineer gave a summary of the completed works for the 2016-2017 season stating that  
 an increase in the Upland Water Payment greater than envisaged had enabled more money 
 to be spent on maintenance works and some to be carried over to the next season. 
 
2017.43 Maintenance Programme 2017-2018 
 
 The Engineer gave a summary of the proposed maintenance programme for 2017-2018 

 at a cost of £298,500 to be split throughout the catchment between the contractors on a 
40:40 basis with Messrs Coxons working in the North and Messrs AM Contracting in the 
South, the availability of the remaining central 20% being awarded later in the season in 
relation to existing performance and plant/labour that was available at that time.  The piling 
allowance for the current year is £40,000.  Piling should last 15-18 years but as some was 
starting to fail, he was looking at different engineering solutions to make it last longer.  An 
allowance of £20,000 had also been made for duties in the maintenance of assets, spraying, 
etc.  previously carried out by the former Field Supervisor which were now carried out by the 
contractors and the Asset Manager. This cost would be monitored and a detailed breakdown 
given at the end of the year.  

 
2017.44 Maintenance Contracts 
 
 The Engineer reported that the maintenance contracts for both contractors had been signed  
 off by the Chairman.  Messrs AM Contracting had arranged some additional training courses  
 for their workforce and Messrs Coxons had undertaken periodic refreshers.  AM Contracting 
 who were previously on a day rate would now be on a meterage basis. 
 
2017.45 Customer Contacts 
 
 A schedule of 33 matters was tabled. 
 
2017.46 Planning Consultations 
 
 A Schedule of 14 applications had been responded to. 
 
2017.47 S23 LDA 1991 and Byelaw Consents and Enforcements 
 

The Engineer stated that 5 Byelaw Consents had been received and there were no 
enforcements. Pre-application Advice had been given to developers/consultants on  
Northallerton By-Pass and several housing schemes including Staveley, Boroughbridge 
and Knaresborough at Manse Farm. Asked to what extent do the Councils take notice of 
the Drainage Boards, Mr Phillips stated that a Council would usually make it a condition of 
the Planning Permission. 
Following an inquiry from Mr Phillips, the Engineer reported that North Yorkshire CC had 
been notified of their drainage responsibilities in connection with the site at Prospect Farm, 
Appleton Wiske.  He had also spoken to Hambleton District Council with regard to the 
building not following the planning permission and was awaiting responses from both parties. 

 The matter would be monitored.   
 
 

2017.48 Spudling Dyke Pumping Station 
 
 The Engineer gave an update on the supervision and maintenance of the Pumping Station  
 since the retirement of the Field Supervisor stating that Messrs Coxons had received training  
 and an induction as well as the Asset Manager attending on a weekly basis. 



 
2017.49 Environment Agency PSCA Works 
 

The contractors had completed various PSCA work to the year end, creating revenue to the 
Board of £2,858.33p.  Further works in the current year were to be agreed on a fixed rate and 
any consenting issues were to be dealt with by the contractor and/or Board. 

 
2017.50 Asset Manager 
 
2017.50.1 The Engineer reported that the Asset Manager, Matthew Cooke, had completed his 

probationary period with JBA and was to undertake an HNC in Civil Engineering as well as 
training and accreditation in T98 Asset Surveying. 

 
2017.50.2 It is a requirement of the Board to have an Asset Register and the Asset Manager is working 
 on inputting details of the culverts, screens, cloughs, etc. which require regular attention, as 
 well as supervising the contractors. 
 
2017.51   Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust 
 
 The Engineer gave details of additional meetings, hosted by the Yorkshire Dales Rivers 

Trust, he had attended with the Asset Manager and/or the Chairman on a catchment based 
approach with a view to understanding the issues and how they interact together with those 
issues affecting current local benefits and future uses of water in order to build a plan for 
each of the catchments of the River Nidd, River Swale and River Ure. The aim is to bring 
together interested parties/stakeholders to work collaboratively to improve watercourses and 
it was hoped that a representative from the National Farmers Union would give a 
presentation on this at a future liaison meeting.   

 
2017.52 Telemetry 
 
 Following on from the last Board meeting and site visit by attendees of the Liaison Meeting, 
 the engineer gave an updated presentation on proposed scheme and costs viz: 

Basic Telemetry Unit £3,382.05p; 360 degree PTZ Camera £4,063.50p; Cassella Rain 
Gauge £840.10p; Extra day for installation (if CCTV and rain gauge) £650.00. and annual 
running costs in the region of £435. 
 
Mr Webster suggested that those immediate landowners benefitting from the pumping station 
could be approached for a contribution towards the telemetry system as they had previously 
paid a differential higher drainage rate to the former River Wiske Board  but since 
amalgamation had paid the same rate as other ratepayers.  There also appeared to be some 
doubt as to ownership of the land on which the pumping station stood as well as any rights 
of access to it.  Following further discussion on costs on a month to month basis of the 
contractors and Asset Manager against those of the retired Field Supervisor, it was proposed 
by Mr Baker and seconded by Mr D Sanderson that the basic package for telemetry at a cost 
of £3,382.05p be purchased by the Board.  On being put to the vote 
there were three votes for and none against. The motion was therefore carried but it was 
unanimously agreed that before any purchase is made  
1.  The title deeds are established for the ownership of the land on which the pumping 

station stands, and 
2.  The right of way is regularised 

 
2017.53 Recommendation 
  

It was proposed by Mr Tesseyman, seconded by Mr Clarke and agreed unanimously that the 
Engineer’s Report be received. 
 

Health & Safety Report 
 
2017.54 There was nothing to report. 
 
 

 



Environment Advisor’s Report 
 
2017.55     There was nothing to report. 
 
 
2017.53 Future Meetings 
 
 It was confirmed that the next Liaison meeting would take place on Tuesday 04 July 2017 

meeting in the south of the district. There would be another Board meeting in July, the date to 
be agreed, as well as the scheduled meeting on 23 November 2017. 

 
2017.54 Retirement of Board Secretary 
 
 The Chief Executive informed the Board that Mrs Pam Munton had been associated with 

this Board and former Boards since 1963 and thanked her for her long and dedicated 
service.  

 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 3.25 p.m. 
  

 
 
 
 

Signed a true record....................................................................................................Date ........................... 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
   

 
 
 
   
     


