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Minutes of the Meeting of the Swale and Ure Drainage Board 

22 November 2018 

 
Present:  Mr. M Sampson (Chairman) 

  Mr. D Anderson 

  Mr. G Clarke 

  Cllr Z Metcalfe 

  Cllr R Ormston 

  Mr. B Phillips 

  Mr. R Tesseyman 

  Mr. T Webster 

  Mrs. E Wilson 

 

In Attendance:  Ian A Thornton (Chief Executive) 

  Roger Smith (Chief Engineer) 

  Matthew Cooke (Asset Manager) 

  Alyson Duffy (Secretary) 

  Ian Benn (Health & Safety Advisor) 

 

Declarations of Interest – None 

 

2018.64 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

 

 Apologies were received from Mr. R Bosomworth, Mr. J Consett,  

 Mr. D Sanderson, Mr. J Wilkinson, Mr. J Benn (JBA). 

 The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Cllr Z Metcalfe as appointed 

representative of Harrogate Borough Council and Mr. I Benn the Board’s 

 Health & Safety Officer. 

 

2018.65 Minutes of the Meeting held on 07 June 2018 

  

 It was proposed by Mr. D Anderson, seconded by Cllr R Ormston and 

 agreed that the Minutes be taken as read and they were duly signed by the 

 Chairman as a correct record. 

 

2018.66 Matters Arising 

 

 None 

 

Chief Executive’s Report 
 

2018.67 Rating Report 

 

 The Rating Report as at 30 September 2018 showed a balance of rates 

 and special levies outstanding of £116,360.07 which was similar to last year. 

 

 Since the Board Papers were produced all special levies have now been paid. 

 

 The Chief Executive reported that bailiffs have successfully recovered 

outstanding rates from two ratepayers from last years’ rate demand. 
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2018.68 Contributions 

 
  The Upland Water Contribution from the Environment Agency under LDA 191 

  s57(i) is currently being awaited.  It is understood that the figure is likely to 

  be £167,113.80 which is 93.67% of the claim. 

 

2018.69 Balances, Receipts and Payments 

 

2018.69.1 The Board approved the Reconciliation Statement showing receipts and 

  payments to 30 September 2018 with a balance carried forward of  

  £640,378.40. 

 

2018.69.2 The Chief Executive reported that receipts during the period 01 April 2018 to 

  30 September 2018 amounted to £463,479.57. 

 

2018.69.3 Accounts have been paid for the period 01 April 2018 to 30 September 2018 

  amounting to £226,043.56, inclusive of VAT. 

   

2018.70 Credit Card 

           

  The new credit card has now been received and a direct debit has been set 
  up to ensure 100% of the statement balance is taken each month to avoid 
  charges. 
 
  At the last meeting it was agreed that the credit card be used for Board  
  Members expenses.  It was proposed by Mr. T Webster, seconded by  
  Mr. R Tesseyman and agreed that the credit card should also be used for  
  non-cheque payments where electronic payment is required. 
 
2018.71 Current Account 
 
  In order to avoid rating discrepancies the Chief Executive asked the Board to 
  approve a ‘view only’ set up for the Rating Officer.  Proposed by  
  Mr T Webster, seconded by Mr D Anderson and agreed that this should be 
  set up and the forms were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

2018.72 Interim Report of the Internal Auditor  
 
         The Chief Executive reported that the Interim Report of the Internal Auditor for 
  the period 01 April 2018 to 31 August 2018 had been received and a clean 
  audit was received with no recommendations. 
 
  The Chairman reported he had been in discussions with the Internal Auditors  
  regarding the scope of audit and it was resolved that the Internal Auditors 
  will carry out tests to ensure that all payments are in compliance with the  
  Service Level Agreement. 
 
2018.73 Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 

 
  The report from the External Auditor has been concluded with no ‘except for ‘
  matters therefore giving a clean audit to the Board. 
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2018.74 Meetings Attended 
 
  The Chief Executive reported to the Board on meetings attended being: 
   
  Witham Fourth District Triannual Inspection held on 19 September 2018; 
  Yorkshire Clerks held on 03 October 2018 at the York Consortium of  
  Drainage Board Offices, Crockey Hill, York; Lincolnshire Clerks held on 30 
  October 2018 at The Black Sluice Internal Drainage Board, Swineshead and
  Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board Tour of Inspection held on 31 October 2018, 
  Skegness.   

 
2018.75 Association of Drainage Authorities 
 
2018.75.1 Meetings Attended 

  
  ADA Northern Conference, South Cave Castle on 8th June 2018. 
  The Swale & Ure Drainage Board’s Chief Executive was duly elected as  
  Chairman of the ADA Northern Branch. 
 
  ADA Clerks, London 13 November 2018 

 

  ADA Conference, London 14 November 2018 (together with Mr. T Webster). 

 
2018.75.2 Future Meetings 

 

  Floodex, Peterborough Showground 27/28 February 2019.  Mr. T Webster 

  pointed out that training is provided at these events which would be  

  beneficial to Board Members. The Chief Executive to send out details of  

  Floodex to Board Members and request expressions of interest in  attending. 

 

2018.76 Spudling Dyke/Telemetry/Land Registry 

 

  The Chief Executive reported that he had contacted the five ratepayers who 

  benefit from the pumping station regarding a contribution towards the  

  installation of  telemetry and had only received one communication with  

  regard to concerns of the operation of the station in the future. 

 

  As requested at the last Board Meeting the Chief Executive contacted ADA 

  regarding differential rating and the Board were advised that it would be very 

  wrong to consider a differential rating order within the drainage district. 

 

  After discussions regarding telemetry it was proposed by Mr. R Tesseyman,  

  seconded by Mr. G Clarke and agreed that the installation be progressed. 

 

  The Chief Executive reported on the situation regarding land registry being 

  that the Board’s Solicitors have submitted several prints delineating the  

  pumping station.  It now transpires that there is a boundary differential.  The 

  Chief Engineer is to produce a new drawing.  

 

 

 

 



4 
 

2018.77 Correspondence/Complaints 
 
  It was reported that The Chief Engineer received a complaint and 
  compensation claim from a landowner after the Swale & Ure Contractors 
  had worked on the land.  The Chairman, the Chief Executive and the  
  landowner met to discuss the matter and complete a full inspection.  It was 
  concluded with the landowner that there were insufficient damages to be  
  viable for a claim. Subsequently further correspondence had been received 
  including an invoice for works done by the landowner’s contractor.   
  Due to the large amount of works completed on the land it was proposed by 
  Cllr R Ormston, seconded by Mr. T Webster and agreed that compensation 
  would not be paid.  The Chief Executive to write to the landowner’s contractor 
  and landowner.   
 
2018.78 Website 

 
  At the last Board Meeting it was approved that the Chief Executive would  
  produce a Scope of Works and put this out to tender.  Three companies were 
  approached and the tenders were discussed.  Prior to awarding the contract 
  the Chief Executive to produce costings under Option E for the collation of  
  information to be included in the new website and report at the next Board 
  Meeting.   
 
2018.79 Board Member’s Resignation 

 
  The Chief Executive reported that he had received a letter tendering his  
  resignation from Mr. J Wilkinson.  It was proposed by M.r D Anderson,  
  seconded by Cllr R Ormston, and agreed that the Chief Executive contact 
  Mr. R Ormston  regarding co-opting him onto the Board.  A letter is also to be  
  sent to Mr. J Wilkinson. 

 
2018.80 Policies and Procedures 
 
2018.80.1 Revised Members Handbook  

 
  It was proposed by Cllr Z Metcalfe, seconded by Mr. T Webster and agreed 
  that the updated copy of the Members’ Handbook be adopted.  The Chief 
  Executive is to arrange for the document to be uploaded onto the website. 
  
2018.80.2 Byelaws  
 
  It was reported by the Chief Executive that ADA is updating the Byelaws and 
  that these are presently with DEFRA awaiting final confirmation. Once 
  received the revised Byelaws will be available to be adopted by the Swale & 
  Ure Drainage Board. Once adopted, the revised Byelaws will be included in 
  the Members’ Handbook. 
 
2018.80.3 Biosecurity Policy 
 
  Discussions took place regarding the Biosecurity Policy drafted on behalf of 
  the Board by ADA.  It was proposed by Mr. D Anderson, seconded by  
  Mrs.  E Wilson and agreed that this policy is adopted by the Swale & Ure  
  Drainage Board. 
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2018.80.4 Environmental Policy 
  
  The Environmental Policy on the Board’s website is out of date and requires 
  updating.  The Chief Executive was asked to bring costings to the next  
  meeting. 
 
2018.80.5 Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
  The Board was presented with a quote for updating and administering the 
  Biodiversity Action Plan.  To be discussed at the next meeting.   
 
2018.81 Recommendation  

 

     It was proposed by Mr. R Tesseyman, seconded by Mr. T Webster and  

  agreed that the Chief Executive’s report be received. 

 

 
2018.82 Operation of Option E within the Service Contract 
 
  At this point the Board’s Officers left the meeting.  On their return the  
  Chairman referred the Board’s Officers to the Service Level Agreement 
  p36 paragraph 3: 
  ‘JBA will continue to attend regional Environmental Agency meetings, Flood 
  liaison groups, Lead Local Flood Authority initiatives, and support the role of 
  the Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) as a lobbying organization on 
  behalf of the industry in Yorkshire.  At a regional level current JBA IDB staff 
  liaise with other Risk Management Authorities (RMAs), and attend ADA 
  Northern Branch and national meetings.  We will prior to these meetings seek 
  the Board’s views/comments and report at Board Meetings on the findings.’ 
 
  The Chairman reported that after discussion it was agreed by the Board that 
  the Chief Executive’s Option E expenses to include travel and   
  accommodation together with subsistence expenses be approved (but not 
  time) for attending  Witham Fourth District Triannual Inspection, Lindsey  
  Marsh Drainage Board Inspection, ADA Clerks and the ADA Conference. 
 

The Chief Engineer’s Report 
 
2018.83 Maintenance Programme 2018-2019 
 
  The Chief Engineer reported that despite weather conditions both Contractors 
  have achieved 75% of their target so far which is impressive and better than 
  last year.    

 

 The Board maintained River Wiske requires some necessary additional 
 maintenance, some of which was achieved early in the year. It is proposed 
 that works are undertaken upstream next year.  

   
  Environment Agency Maintained Sections: 
 

 Board Officers received a drainage complaint on the upstream section of 
 Winton Beck currently under the jurisdiction of the EA. Very little 
 maintenance has been undertaken over recent years.  The EA were unable to 
 justify a 100% spend on the scheme under a PSCA, but agreed to cover any 
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 associated environmental permitting (Consent Fee £950) and administration 
 costs.  Messrs. Coxon Brothers would undertake the maintenance works.  
 
 The Board’s Maintenance Contractors will be undertaking maintenance works 
 on Bedale Beck Reach 2 (Leeming Bridge to Main Cut Confluence) and River 
 Crimple Reach 2 (Crimple Bridge to “IDB Trib. Riv. Crimple”).   
 
 Asset Management:  
 
 By the end of the 2018 financial year improvement works are planned at: 
 Leckenby Palace Structure ; Topcliffe Stell Structure; Langton Boundary Stell 
 Structure;  Myton Grange No. 1 Structure; Manor House Stell Structure; 
 Stockeld  Beck Structure and Alders Beck Structure. 

 
2018.84 Maintenance Contract 
 

 It was reported that Board Officers had a pre-start maintenance works 
 meeting with both Contractors, where the works for this coming season were 
 discussed and distributed. Both Contractors’ Health and Safety 
 documentation and any revisions have been updated accordingly. Any 
 outstanding works not completed last year would take priority.  
 
 The Chief Engineer reported that he had written to a Contractor regarding 
 correspondence received from a landowner where maintenance had taken 
 place reminding him of his responsibilities and duties under the terms of his 
 contractual arrangements with the Board.  The issue of communication 
 between the Contractor and Board Officers was raised which has now been 
 addressed. 
 

2018.85 Customer Contacts 

 
 In excess of 50 customer contacts have been received between the period 
 mid-May to 31October 2018 which have all been responded to.    

 
2018.86 Development Control  

 
 It was reported that between 01 April 2018 and 30 November 2018 Board 
 Officers have  been notified of 2,687 planning applications  (Harrogate BC 
 1,718, Hambleton BC 929 and Richmond DC 40) which could have  
 implications within the Board’s catchment and its Byelaws under the Land 
 Drainage Act (Amended).   
 
 Board Officers have commented on 29 planning applications which may have 
 implications on flood risk affecting the Board’s district. 

 
  Pre – Application advice has been provided to the following larger schemes: 
  Green Hammerton / Kirk Hammerton; Hay A Park; Thirsk Industrial Site; 

Dishforth; Manse Farm;  Killerby; Hall Farm Dyke and Flaxby Golf Course. 
 
2018.87 S23 LDA 1991 and Byelaw Consents / Enforcement 

  
 The Chief Engineer reported that there have been 11 consent applications 
 received from mid-May to 31 October 2018. 
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 Toad Hall Beck – Board Officers have been in communication with various 
 stakeholders and the occupier in relation to an infringement of the Board’s 
 Byelaw 7 under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 (Amended).  The 
 matter is in the process of becoming resolved.  
 
 Sike Stell – Board Officers are currently in communication with an occupier in 
 relation to a contravention of Byelaw 7 under Section 23 of the Land Drainage 
 Act 1991 (Amended). 
 
 Appleton Wiske Stell – Board Officers had passed comment on a proposed 
 scheme to Hambleton DC, as this was within 9 metres of a Board- maintained 
 watercourse.  Despite no planning permission being granted the applicant has 
 proceeded regardless. Board Officers are in communication with Hambleton 
 DC Enforcement Team.     

 
2018.88 Spudling Dyke Pumping Station 
 

 Between mid-May and the 31 October 2018 the pump has run a total of 271 

 hours.  Messrs.  Coxon Brothers continue to maintain the pumping plant at a 

 cost of £750.00 since mid - May 2018. 

 

2018.89 Environment Agency PSCA Works 
  

 It was reported that both Board Contractors continue to monitor and maintain 
 designated EA assets utilising the above scheme.  Currently no other works 
 are programmed to be undertaken at present. 

 
2018.90 Board Vehicle 
  

 The Board’s vehicle has now covered 23,952 miles and is currently due for its 
 second service. The Chief Executive reported that a new model is in 
 production and it is anticipated that the commercial vehicle will be in the UK 
 early part of 2019.  It was recommended that the Board’s vehicle is changed 
 before it is three years old. It was requested that the Chief Executive to 
 bring estimates to the next meeting and to arrange for the Dacia Duster to 
 be serviced. 

 
2018.91 JBA Consulting Ltd 
   

 The Chief Engineer reported that Matthew Cooke (Asset Manager) has 
 successfully completed the first year of his studies at Teesside University 
 undertaking an HNC in Civil Engineering and had achieved a Distinction in all 
 four modules.  
 
 The second year of his studies commenced in September with the modules 
 Site Layout & Drainage Design and Site Surveying & Setting Out being 
 studied.  

 
2018.92 Additional Meetings 
 

 The Board’s Asset Manager continues to attend meetings hosted by 
 Brompton Flood Alleviation Group representing the Board. 
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 The Board’s Engineer attended a Natural Flood Management conference in 
 Leeds, North Yorkshire representing the Board, hosted by the EA. 

 
2018.93 Recommendation 
 
  It was proposed by Mr B Phillips, seconded by Mr R Tesseyman and agreed 
  that the Chief Engineer’s report be received. 
 

  Health & Safety Report 
 
2018.94.1 Incidents 
  

  Nothing to report. 

 

  It was noted that both Contractors continue to receive periodical updates in 

  relation to Health and  Safety. Documents relating to inspection and testing of 

  plant and mental health and wellbeing were provided to the Board. 

  

2018.94.2 Mr Ian Benn, the Board’s Health and Safety Advisor, gave a presentation  

  with regard to current issues and legislation.  The Chairman on behalf of the 

  Board thanked Mr Benn.  

2018.95 Recommendation 

 

 It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded by Cllr Z Metcalfe and agreed 

 that the Health and Safety report be received. 

 

  Environmental  Advisor’s Report 
 

2018.96 A report regarding Eel Regulations (England and Wales) 2009 was provided 

  to the Board.  

 

  It was reported that a workshop hosted by the EA entitled ‘Fish and Eel 

  Easement at Flood and Water-Level Management Infrastructure had been 

  attended by Board Officers.  It was requested that the Board acknowledges 

  the pumping station requires compliance with Eels regulations.  

   

2018.97 Recommendation  

 

 It was proposed by Cllr Z Metcalfe, seconded by Cllr R Ormston and agreed 

 that the Environmental report be received. 

 

2018.98 Communications to Board Members 

 

  Discussions took place regarding correspondence between Board Officers 

  and Board Members.  It was suggested that Board Papers etc be sent 

  electronically to reduce carbon footprint.  Mr T Webster, Mr B Phillips, 

  Cllr R Ormston and Mr G Clarke agreed to receive correspondence via 

  e mail.  This would be reviewed at the next meeting. The Chief Engineer  

  confirmed a copy of the papers would be available at meetings on the screen. 
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2018.99 Future Meeting Dates 
 

2018.99.1 Thursday 17 January 2019  F&GP Meeting 

  Thursday 7 February 2019  Board Meeting 

  Thursday 6 June 2019  Board Meeting  

  Thursday 21 November 2019  Board Meeting 

 

  

2018.99.2 Tour of Inspection – Date to be arranged 

   

  Discussions took place regarding possibilities for a tri-annual tour of the 

  district in 2019 and it was suggested that this be held late September/early 

  October.  It was noted that estimates be included in next years’ budget.  The 

  Chief Executive to arrange for costings to be brought to the next Board  

  Meeting. 

 

 

 

 
The meeting closed at 4.35pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed a True Record …………………………………………….. Date …………………… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


