
Minutes of the Meeting of the Swale and Ure Drainage Board 

07 June  2018 

 
Present:  Mr M Sampson (Chairman) 

   Mr D Anderson 

   Cllr R Baker 

   Mr R Bosomworth 

   Mr G Clarke 

   Mr J Consett 

   Cllr R Ormston 

   Mr B Phillips 

   Mr D Sanderson 

   Mrs E Wilson 

 

In Attendance:  Ian A Thornton (Chief Executive) 

   Roger Smith (Chief Engineer) 

   Matthew Cooke (Asset Manager) 

   Alyson Duffy (Secretary) 

 

 

Declarations of Interest – None 

 

2018.28 Welcome and Apologies for absence 

    

  Apologies were received from Mr T Webster, Mr R Tesseyman and  

  Mr J Benn. 

 

2018.29 Death of Board Member 

 

It was sadly reported to the meeting that Cllr N Duxbury, a Harrogate Borough 

Council representative on the Board, had passed away.  Mrs E Wilson 

attended the funeral both as a family friend and as a representative of the 

Board.  A condolence letter had been sent to Mrs Duxbury by the Chief 

Executive on behalf of the Board. 

 

2018.30 Previous Minutes of the F&GP Meetings 

 

The Minutes of the F&GP Meetings regarding the procurement process held 

on 10 May 2017, 10 November 2017 and 12 January 2017 were taken as 

read and were agreed by the Board. 

 

2018.31 Minutes of Meeting held on 08 February 2018 

 

Cllr Baker pointed out that he had offered apologies for the last meeting which 

were not noted. It was proposed by Mr B Phillips, seconded by Mr J Consett 

and agreed that the Minutes once corrected be taken as read and they were 

duly signed and dated by the Chairman as a correct record. 

 

 

 



2018.32 Matters Arising not elsewhere on the Agenda 

 

2018.32.1 The Chairman discussed the tender document with regard to the officer 

  named as Finance Officer, also reported in the minutes of 08.02.18.  The  

  Chief Executive reiterated that this had been a mistake and the intended  

  Finance Officer was Mr I Thornton, a post he had held for the last six years.  

  The Board agreed to ratify Mr I Thornton as Finance Officer. 

  

 

Chief Executive’s Report 
 

2018.33 Rating Report 

 

  The Rating Report as at 31 March 2018 showed a balance of rates and  

  special levies outstanding of £2,711.88. 

 

2018.34 Court Actions 

 

  Court action has been taken against two ratepayers resulting in payments 

  due of  £1,547.23, including costs.  The Board’s Officers are awaiting  

  confirmation from the  Bailiffs regarding cost to recoup this amount. 

 

2018.35 Write Offs and Special Levies  

 

  It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded by Mr J Consett and agreed 

  that write offs in the sum of £24.09 and £93.01 transferred to special levies 

  totalling £117.10 be approved. 

 

2018.36 Balances, Receipts and Payments  

 

2018.36.1 The Board approved the Reconciliation Statement showing receipts and  

  payments to 31 March 2018 with a balance carried forward of £402,942.39. 

 

2018.36.2 The Chief Executive reported that receipts during the period 01 January 2018 

  to 31 March 2018 amounted to £15,151,52. 

 

2018.36.3 Accounts have been paid for the period 01 January 2018 to 31 March 2018 

amounting to £277,208.15, inclusive of VAT. 

 

2018.37 Application for Debit Card on main Board Bank Account  

 

 After discussion it was agreed to apply for a credit card rather than a debit 

card for the Swale & Ure Drainage Board.  It was proposed by Mrs E Wilson, 

seconded by Mr B Phillips and unanimously agreed by the Board to proceed 

and the Chief Executive to make the arrangements. 

 

2018.38 The Financial Plan 2018-2019 

 

 The financial plan included in the Board papers was explained to the Board 

Members with regard to:  Board’s expenditure covering outstanding works 



carried over from the previous financial year, this year’s maintenance, piling 

programme and the improvement of hard assets in particular bringing these 

up to standard with regard to health and safety. 

 

2018.39 Abstract of Accounts 

 

2018.39.1 It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded by Mr D Sanderson and 

agreed that the Annual Governance Statement 2017/18 be approved, signed 

by the Chairman Mr M Sampson and Chief Executive Mr I Thornton and 

forwarded to the External Auditor. 

  

2018.39.2 It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded by Mr D Sanderson and 

agreed that the Accounting Statement be approved, signed by the Chairman 

Mr M Sampson and the Chief Executive Mr I Thornton and forwarded to the 

External Auditor. 

 

2018.40 Report of the Internal Auditor 

 

2018.40.1 The Chief Executive stated that the final report of the Internal Auditor for the 

period April 2017 to March 2018 was good and that there were no 

recommendations. 

 

2018.40.2 It was requested by the Chairman that the Internal Auditors were asked to 

look over the new Service Level Agreement with regard to carrying out 

additional tests subject to their quotation being acceptable.  The Chairman 

has received information from the Internal Auditors and is in communication 

with them regarding this issue. 

 

2018.40.3 Mrs E Wilson asked whether legal representation had been sought when 

drawing up the Service Level Agreement.  The Chairman reported that North 

Lincolnshire County Council and the Swale & Ure F&GP committee had 

written the new Service Level Agreement.  The Chief Engineer confirmed that 

it is a Civil Engineering generic contract and has mechanisms in place for 

dispute resolution. 

 

2018.41 Right of Way and Land Registry re Spudling Dyke Pumping Station 

 

  The Chief Executive reported that the matter is still in the hands of the  

  solicitors and is yet to be resolved. 

 

2018.42 Correspondence and Complaints 

 

2018.42.1 It was reported that a ratepayer of Myton contacted the Chief Engineer  

  regarding two blocked flap valves into the Swale.  A visit was arranged to the 

  site and the matter is now resolved. 

 

2018.42.2 Correspondence had been received from Staveley & Copgrove Parish  

  Council regarding flooding in the village due to debris building up at the grills 

  into the pipes. This matter has been on-going for several years.  The Chief 

  Engineer reported that he has been in contact with the Parish Clerk and that 

  the watercourse is not Board maintained at that point but does run into the 



  jurisdiction further down the course.  The Swale & Ure Drainage Board would 

  be responsible for possible surface water discharge at this point.  

 

2018.43 Website 

 

  The issue of the outdated website was discussed at length at the last Board 
  Meeting regarding a review of the operation and design of the current  
  website. The  Chief Engineer reported that over the last two months there 
  have been 113 users / 146 Sessions so some more than once / Average  
  Duration 3 minutes / Majority UK users also from Peru / Pakistan / Philippines 
  and USA.   

  The Chief Executive reported that to create a Scope of Works and  
  put it out to tender would cost in the region of £750.  This would fall into the 
  category of an Option E cost.  It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded 
  by Mr B Phillips and agreed that this work was undertaken. The Chief  
  Executive to report on progress at the next Board Meeting. 

 

 

2018.44 General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 

 

  The Chief Executive reported that the above regulation came into law on 25 

  May 2018 and will affect the Swale & Ure Drainage Board due to its held  

  database. It was proposed by Mrs E Wilson, seconded by Mr J Consett and 

  agreed that the General Data Protection Regulations Policy, prepared by JBA 

  Consulting, is adopted. 

 

2018.45 Data Sharing Policy 

 

  A policy document had been prepared by JBA Consulting and approval was 

  sought from the Board.  It is an agreement required in order to share contact 

  details with the Board’s Contractors and requires signature by the Chairman 

  Mr M Sampson and both Contractors, A R Morrison and Coxon Brothers.  It 

  was proposed by Mr J Consett, seconded by Mr D Anderson and agreed that 

  this document be approved and was duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

2018.46 Meetings Attended  

 

  The Chief Executive reported on meetings attended since the last Board  

  Meeting: 

  ADA Northern Group meeting in January; Yorkshire Clerks Group in  

  February;  

  ADA National meeting in February; ADA Northern Region meeting in  

  February. 

 

2018.47 Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

2018.47.1 The Chief Executive reported that he, together with the Vice Chairman, Mr T 

  Webster, and Board Member Mrs E Wilson, attended the ADA Northern  

  Region meeting in January. Mr T Webster announced at the meeting that he 

  would be standing down as Chairman of Northern Branch and the Branch 



  Secretary asked for nominations for a new Chairman.  The next meeting of 

  the Northern Branch is to be held on Friday 8 June 2018, and was to be  

  attended by the Chief Executive, Vice Chairman Mr T Webster and Board 

  Member Mrs E Wilson.   Unfortunately Mrs Wilson can no longer attend.  It 

  was agreed by the Board that an ex-Board Member, Mr J Barton, represent 

  the Board instead.  The Chairman thanked Mrs Wilson for her efforts in  

  representing the Board at various meetings. 

 

2018.47.2 The Chief Executive requested that the Board nominate him for the position of 

  ADA Northern Chairman.  It was proposed by Mr D Anderson, seconded by 

  Cllr R  Ormston and agreed that the Board nominate the Chief Executive for 

  this role. 

 

2018.48 Swale & Ure Liaison Meeting on 10 April 2018 

 

  This meeting had been cancelled and would be reconvened at a later date.  It 

  was suggested that in future the meetings could be open to a wider audience 

  including personal invites to individuals who show an interest in the running of 

  the Board, other Boards, NYCC, EA etc. It was suggested that spring would 

  be a good time of year to see works done in the previous season. It was  

  agreed that the Board’s Officers would research possible sites of interest and 

  report back to the November Board Meeting. 

 

  Mrs Wilson requested when the Board invited speakers to events that  

  informative questions were prepared prior to the event.   

   

2018.49 Recommendation 

 

  It was proposed by Mr G Clarke, seconded by Mr D Sanderson and agreed 

  that the Chief Executive’s report be received.   

   

 

Chief Engineer’s Report 
 

2018.50 Maintenance Programme  

 

2018.50.1 Ordinary Watercourses   

 

  The Chief Engineer reported that following significant rainfall and snow thaw 

  resulted in the proposed maintenance programme had been difficult to  

  achieve. The Board’s Officers prioritised the remaining watercourses with the 

  intention of including the remaining maintenance onto the 2018/2019  

  Programme of Works. The length of watercourses not maintained this season 

  totals 22.8km, resulting in a £34,000 underspend. 

 

2018.51 Spudling Dyke Pumping Station 

 

  The Chief Engineer reported that between February and mid May 2018 the 

  pump had run a total of 566 hours.  Xylem undertook their annual inspection 



  in early May and the report indicated no issues.  Messrs Coxon Brothers  

  continue to maintain the pumping plant at a cost of £407.00 for the period. 

 

  Mr R Bosomworth raised the subject of differential rating for those benefitting 

  from the pumping station. This additional revenue could be used towards the 

  cost of  maintaining and updating the pumping station.  The Chief Executive to 

  seek direction from ADA regarding re-introducing a differential rate and will 

  report back to  the next meeting. 

 

2018.52 Telemetry 

 

  It was reported that following authorisation to proceed from the Board, the 

  Board’s Officers were continuing to obtain revised quotations. 

 

2018.53 Hydraulic Structures 

 

  The Chief Engineer reported that several assets within the Board’s catchment 

  which the Board’s Contractors inspect and maintain are requiring minor 

  improvement works.  The Board’s Officers have produced an improvement 

  schedule to ensure these assets are safe whilst undertaking such works. 

  Addition timber piling work had been undertaken by both Contractors towards 

  the end of the season to complete fragmented sections. 

 

2018.54 Environment Agency PSCA Works 

 

  It was reported that Bedale Beck Reach 1 from the River Swale to the  

  Gauging Station and Reach 2 from the Gauging Station to Leeming Bridge 

  had been completed on 27 April 2018.  Mitigation measures had been  

  undertaken to adhere to environmental legislation.  Phase Two of this scheme 

  will commence later this year. 

 

  Due to weather conditions the River Crimple Scheme did not commence. 

  Messrs Morrisons will undertake some work this season. 

   

  The Chief Engineer reported that the Environment Agency have yet to finalise 

  the maintenance programme for this financial year and it is hoped that a  

  similar operational practice will continue.  It was proposed that if the EA do 

  not have funds the Board continue as it benefits others within the sub  

  catchments and compliments surface water discharge and run off from IDB 

  maintained section.   

 

  The Environment Agency has complimented both Contractors on works  

  completed. The Agency has also agreed to pay proportionate costs for  

  Professional Indemnity Insurance appertaining to PSCA works and an invoice 

  of £2,000 will be raised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2018.55 Planning, Pre-Application Advice and Consents 

 

2018.55.1 Planning Applications 

   

  Since mid-January Board Officers have been notified of 1647 planning  

  applications which could have implications within the Board’s catchment and 

  its Byelaws under the Land Drainage Act (amended).  Board Officers have 

  commented on 27 planning applications. 

 

2018.55.2 Land Drainage Act 1991 Section 23 and 66 (20th Byelaws) Consents 

  LDA 1991, Section 23 Breach 

 

  Board Officers have enforced the LDA 1991 to an occupier on Cotcliffe Stell 

  and Toad Hall Beck. 

 

  The Chief Engineer reported he had been in discussion with Harrogate  

  Borough Council concerning a development within Harrogate and is awaiting 

  a response from the Enforcement Team. 

 

2018.55.3 Pre-Application Advice 

 

  Pre-application advice had been provided to development schemes within 

  Staveley, Myton on Swale and Knaresborough (including the proposed  

  development at Flaxby and several large residential (100+ houses) schemes). 

 

2018.56 Board Vehicle 

 

  The Dacia Duster has now covered 18,100 miles and had been serviced in 

  February. 

 

2018.57 JBA Consulting 

 

  It was reported that the Board’s Asset Manager had successfully completed 

  the first year of the HNC in Civil Engineering.  Four modules had been studied 

  resulting in three distinctions in three modules.  The Asset Manager is  

  awaiting the results of the fourth module.  The Board congratulated the Asset 

  Manager on his achievements to date. 

   

2018.58 Recommendation 

 

  It was proposed by Cllr B Baker, seconded by Mr D Anderson and agreed 

  that the Chief Engineer’s report be received.  

 

2018.59 Health & Safety Report 

 

2018.59.1 Performance Indicators 

 

  The Chief Engineer explained that both Contractors receive periodic updates 

  on matters relating to Health and Safety and have provided revised Risk  

  Assessments and Risk Assessment Method Stations for works undertaken.  

  Insurance Certificates and Operator’s Certificates had also been revised. 



 

2018.59.2 Accidents and Incidents 

 

  There were no accidents or incidents to report. 

 

2018.59.3 Lone Worker Arrangements 

 

  Nothing to report. 

 

2018.59.4 HSE 

 

  Guidance notes had been prepared regarding Welfare at Work and  

  Consulting Employees on Health and Safety. 

  

2018.60 Environmental Advisor’s Report 

 

  It was reported that Yorkshire Wildlife Trust are currently undertaking  

  surveying and investigation works on the River Wiske, College Stell and  

  Solberg Hall drain, the objective being to improve the watercourses for 

   biodiversity and to install structures to benefit agricultural landowners. 

 

 

2018.61 Any Other Business 

 

2018.61.1 Contractors Inflation Increase 

 

  A letter had been received from Coxon Brothers requesting an inflation  

  increase due to the rise in the cost of fuel.  It was proposed by Mr D  

  Sanderson, seconded by Mr  D Anderson and agreed that both Contractors 

  receive the inflation increase of 3%. 

 

2018.61.2 Complaint 

 

  Following works done at Trenholme Stell the landowner has completed a 

  complaint form requesting compensation to make good the land and for loss 

  of crops. It was agreed that the Chief Executive and Chief Engineer visit the 

  landowner to discuss further with a view to rectifying the situation. 

 

2018.61.3 Licensing of Certain Data  

 

  The Chief Engineer outlined a scheme by JBA Risk Management Limited  

  regarding the creation of an Internal Drainage Board Layer (IDB Layer) in  

  JBA’s flood models/maps/datasets.  A request was made to the Board to  

  licence certain data to JBA Risk Management Limited  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2018.62 Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

2018.62.1 Association of Drainage Authorities London Conference 

 

  The Chief Executive has been invited to attend the Clerks Meeting on the  

  evening prior to the Conference. In order to attend it was requested that the 

  Board sanction attendance at the Clerks Meeting under Option A and travel 

  and overnight  accommodation under Option E.  It was proposed by Cllr R 

  Ormston, seconded by Mr J Consett and agreed that the Chief Executive  

  attend. 

 

2018.62.2 Support for ADA 

 

  The Vice Chairman had hoped to address the Board on this issue but  

  unfortunately was unable to attend the meeting.  This issue to be raised at

  next Board Meeting. 

 

2018.62.3 The Yorkshire Show 10-12 July 2018 

 

  The Chief Executive reported that ADA Northern Branch would now be  

  fronting its own stand for the three day show as the RU Prepared stand which 

  was shared by Harrogate Borough Council, North Yorkshire Council, the Met 

  Office, EA and ADA Northern would not be taking place.  A new stand  

  position has been secured close to the Brown gate entrance with a bespoke 

  printed stand which will be staffed amongst the ADA Northern Members. 

 

 

2018.63 Future Meeting Dates 

 

  Board Meetings:  22 November 2018 

      07 February 2019 

 

  F&GP:    17 January 2019     

 

 

The meeting was closed at 4.11pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed a True Record ………………………………………Dated ………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


